[Oral therapy of erectile dysfunction].
Erectile disfunction (E. D.) is more common in older men but may affect younger men too. Diabetes mellitus, coronary heart disease and hypertension are often associated with E. D. The majority of the patients are treated medically for erectile dysfunction and, recently, oral therapy has become most important since Viagra has been approved. New phosphodiesterase blockers are in preclinical evaluation since then. Phentolamine and apomorphine will become available soon for the treatment of E. D. It is important to know about the etiology of E. D. as well as the mechanisms by which drugs may improve erection in order to decide which drug is appropriate for a particular patient.